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Figure 1. 1800-1870. 

Figure 2. 1870-1940.
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The Skylab space station of the 1970s and the initial Shuttle flights 
(starting in 1981) did not generate Apollo-level enthusiasms. Although 
important science and engineering advances abounded, the public 
perception of Skylab and Shuttle was one of replowing old ground and 
having no clear long-range plan _ After all, numerous spacecraft had 
been orbiting the Earth since 1961 and there was no space station (or 
more distant destination) for the Shuttle to rendezvous with. After six 
grandious human strolls on the Moon's surface during 1969-72, being 
confined to LEO seemed anticlimactic, and it did not stir raw human 
exploration passions even approaching Apollo. In summary, the real 
magic of Apollo was threefold: (1) it had the most extraordinary 
destination in human history (it was off-world!), (2) it was the ultimate 
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